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of wood tlie lofty and gorgeous abbey; the wild forest
or heath, the pleasant and umbrageous grove ; the marsii
a domain of intermingling meadow and corn-fields; the
brawling stream or mountain torrent a succession of quiet
tanks or pools fattening innumerable fish. The superior,
once a man bowed to the earth with humility, care-worn,
pale, emaciated, with a coarse habit bound with a cord,
with naked feet, is become an abbot on his curvetting
palfrey, in rich attire, with his silver cross borne before
him, travelling to take his place amid the lordliest of
the realm.

New orders, therefore, and new institutions were ever
growing out of the old, and hosts of youthful zealots
were ripe and eager for their more extreme demands of
self-sacrifice, and that which appeared to be self-abandon-
ment, but in fact was often a loftier form of self-adora-
tion. Already, centuries past, in the Benedictine abbeys,
the second Benedict (of Aniane) had commenced a new
sera of discipline, mortification, saintliness according to
the monastic notion of saintship. But that sera, like
the old one, had gradually passed away. Again, in the
preceding century, Clugny had displayed this marvellous
inward force, this reconstructing, reorganising, reani-
mating energy of nionasticism. It had furnished the
line of German pontiffs to the papacy, it had trained
Hildebrand for the papal throne and placed him upon
it. But Clugny was now undergoing the inevitable fate
of degeneracy : it was said that the Abbot Pontius had
utterly forgotten the stern inflexibility of his great pre-
decessor St. Hugh: he had become worldly, and as
worldly, weak in discipline.

But in the meanwhile, in a remote and almost inac-
cessible corner of Burgundy, had been laid the founda-
tions of a commiaity which by the time that the mind ol